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boding that, in this life, they were never to meet more.
I have alluded, in an early part of this work to his part-
ing with my brother Hastings, at the Isle of Wight.*
That event took place in the summer of 1800; and, in
the year following, my brother Edward sailed. After my
dear father's death in 1809, there was (bund among his
papers, on a single sheet, and in his own hand writing,
the following earnest prayer, which he had never shown
to us, while living.

" 0 God, the Ruler of all hearts, the disposer of all events,
in whose breath are the fountains of life, whose hand scatteretll
abroad the arrows of death, in whose sight nothing is great,
nothing is small, who in the desert raisest tip mighty nations,
and to deserts reducest proud cities ; without whose permission
not a sparrow perisheth; by whom the hairs of our heads are
all numbered: 'Preserve, I beseech thee, my dear sons Hastings
and Edward, from all perils by land and by water, from all
assaults of our enemies, from all diseases, particularly those
which are incident to hot climates; and from all distresses,
calamities, and evils of this life, ghostly or bodily.   Whatever
is religious and virtuous in them, cherish and confirm; what-
ever hath a contrary tendency, correct and expel; and grant
that the purposes of their going hence may be honestly and
speedily accomplished; so that they may soon return in wealth
and credit, health and happiness long to live ; and that my

d,

days may, by thy loving-kindness, be so graciously en
that I may see them again, before mine eyes are clos
death. Bestow, I implore Thee, on my wife and on all my
children, relations and friends, long life and prosperity in this
world, and grant that they may finally enjoy everlasting life
and felicity in the world to come. O God 1 let thy mercy
be extended unto all men. Hear me, O heavenly Father,
of thy great mercy, through the merits and mediation of Jesus
Christ, thine only Son our Lord.'*
My father had also the interests of his elder sons to
attend to. Of these, one had entered the army, another
the navy ; another, whom I have noticed before, as as-
sisting his father at the bar of the Commons, in 1788,t
* See foot-note, Chap. L, page 4.
t See ante, p. 189, where an error has crept into the note appended to
that page, which I now take this opportunity to correct.   My brother
Archibald, was not officially " Counsel" to the Honourable Court of
, Directors ; hut, as I have always understood, ho occupied) by their per-
mission, an honorary seat witliin iheir bar*     lie died, July 9, 1831 j